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/ETAS AURA!
UT WILLIAM M. BKICCS.

la ths far being of those times long parted
Forever from us, hi those ancient days,

When dwelt the strong in arm. the lion-hearted,
Whoae deed* old Foots praise-J

When, in the holy beauty of believing.
The soul ofman grew great in mighty deods ;

When faith was pure.deceived nor yel deceiving
By any curse of creeds :

When in the dawning'* saffron-tinted lustre
The young world blossomed in it* glorious prime.

And over the fair earth began to cluster
The hero names ofTime

There dwelt a lonely spirit, to whose dreamings
The angels of the Lord came down in white ;

They told linn all things in their hidden meanings,
And showed linn wrong from right.

lie sal, with folded hands, before the bovei
That sheltered him. and thanked the Lord aloud.

And unto hnn came truths tnos> sirangf?ild novel,
Froin sun. and iiinon, aud cloud.

From the light waving of the summer bushe*,
Frutn flowers, and Wandering winds, and minstrel

bees,
Insects, and birds with soft melodious gushes,
And the far sound of seas.

The smile of inspiration never failed
From his full tremu'ous lips, and in bis eyes

There lay a rapture like deep iakes that, shaded,
Mirror the mellow skies.

The night with all its beauty shone above him,
With calm on calm of shining stars above;

Tl... I...I. ,l.] fc;

Than changetul human love

They told him. with their pure still i^yes. how lonely
I* man without communion with his God;

And taught him, to the unbelieving only
Is earth unmeaning sod.

That everv leaf that withers in the summer,
That every tone that sounds unheeded on,

Hail in their death but some more glorious comer
For that which just has gone !

That all is change: but changing for a better
And brighter being than the present bears,

L'ntil we reach that time when every fetter
Is broken unawares.

The golden has not passed, hut still is coming,
The ripest age of all.the age of Truth!

Bend down and listen the mysterious humming
From inyriud germs of youth !

They come; for every wind of heaven is bringing
The stir of action towards a glorious prime;

The pican of the world-wide nation's singing
The harvest home ofTime !

Thus to this lonely spirit was uufoldtd
The inner life of all things, in his dreams ;

And angels, silent lipped and subtle, moulded
His soul u> mighty themes :

Il«- »in« and from the stars a radiance tender
Spread o'er the night; tlie ocean laughed aloud ;

The winds cried shrilly ; and a sudden splendor
Leiptd t'roin the summer cloud :

lie sang, and the wide nations heard m wonder.
The warrior and the pr est, the liond and free.

And caught alike the diapason thun'er
(If that which was to he

The serf stood up ill freedom ; wearied woman
Shsok oil her shackles; manhood learned at Irnglh

The godlike germinates the pure and human.
And weakness.strength !

LIFE IN PARIS.
Paris, February 11, 1858.

7he Soldiers' Congratulatory Address to the
Emjwror.The Dismissal of the Minister oj
Interior and the Prefect of J'olice. The
Royal Visiters at 1'aris.The Misfortunes
of the Widow ofthe Late General de CarnigMar.Failures.TheProgress of the Questionof Emancipation of the Strfs in Russia.The Economical Kitchens of Paris.
The " Monte Chrlsto " Hotel Case.

To the Editor of the National Era.
The congratulatory addreaa made by the

the French soldiers to the Emperor on the event
of the 14th January, requesting Napoleon to
tcttu mem iu uir uru 01 MBaBBiim, trcmcu m

great sensation in England ; and the indignationof the English against their allies is just.
The French never loved their neighbors, and
the last attempt to assassinate the Emperor has
increased this antipathy to such a degree, that
if Napoleon would cross the Channel to invade
England, every Frenchman, without reference to
party, would take up arms to measure strength
with their rivals. But Napoleon is too wise for
that, and will take care to prevent the re-occurrenceof such remarks in future. It was a

gross blunder of some tierce colonel, and a still
greater one of the editor of the Moniteur, to
allow such a foolish remark to be published in
the official organ. Some of the rash acts committedby bis people during the past three
weeks may turn out more injurious to Napoleonthan Orsini's hand-grenades, and he has
foand it necessary to dismiss the Minister of
Interior and the Prefect of Police. The former
caused the suppression of the "Review of Parts
and The Spectator," under the pretext of a revolutionarytendency. This unwarranted proceedingled to the discovery that the same
Minister holds a large share in the leading democraticpaper, " The Siecle." Mr. Pietri, Prefectof Police, (a Corsican by birth,) is accused
of negligence in the discharge of his duties, in
oonsequence of his great love of gastronomy,
and is replaced by a mere active man. The
place of the Minister of Interior being filled by
a general, France promises ere long to be entirelyruled by the sword.

Every day brings another Prince of Royal
blood to Parie, offering congratulations to the
Emperor on his happy escape; court balls,
hunts, and military reviews, are the result, to
entertain those illustrious guests. At the Tuilleries,the Bois de Boulogne, and on the Boulevarts,there is not a sign of distress to be
seen ; but the scene is not, however, so gay and
brilliant in the quarters inhabited by the laboringclasses, where thousands and thousands of
f/irr. tl tOO OKA nnowvil/\»»r.<l
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without bread. Mr. Klein is fortunately still
engaged in the establishment of kitchens for
their relief.
During the last two years, therehave beenyburnauxeconomique, cr cheap kitchens, opened in

I'arig, for the winter months, where nearly two
pints of beef broth, two ounces and a half of
meat, or nearly two pints of rice, or pulse, boiledin broth, may be had for five centimes or
one cent.

This is generally believed to be achieved bycharitable donations, but such is not the case;far from owing anything to charity, these economicalkitchens even realize a small profit.This extraordinary result is due to the philanthropyof Mr. Klein, a retired judge of the commercialtribunal of the Seine, who, after much
study, has succeeded in reducing the cost offood to the lowest possible figure. The followingis the calculation upon which his system isfounded: The purchase of an economicalkitchen range, and its full complement of kettlesand utensils, amounts to $500. The meat
is bought at the rate of six cents a pound ; so
that a kettle-full of broth, made with 260
pounds of meat, costseighteen dollars, including
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wit and vegetables. Every two and a saT
prunds of meat furnishes seven portions, a the
rate above stated ; so that the kettle yields TOO
portions of meat, at one ceut a portion; y!m
900 portions of broth, at the same price ; t< tal,
$16. There is, consequently, a small los i of
two dollars; bat, on tbe other hand, rice and
pulse fields a balance in favor of the estab ishment:so that 600 portions yield a gross p cbt

r J It a - J 1 i<» J mi -

oi one ctouar two ana a na'T ren-s. ine i ctu,
salaries, firiDg, Ac., costs $160 for six mot ths,
or eighty-nine cents per diem ; leaving a net

profit ot thirteen and a half cents per diem be
idee the sale of bonee, etc., making a tots' of
$36 for six months. Hence, the capital of $ 500
yields 7 per cent, in itself. 4The first trial haviug succeeded, the Pri :ect
of the 9eine has caused 68 such kitchens t > be
opened at Paris and in the suburbs ; and t: esc
last year sold upwards of 45,000 portions per
day, or food for 23,000 persons. This sue t-ss
has induced several large cities of Gem any
and Italy to invite Mr. Kleiu to proceed thii ier,,
in order to organize kitchens on tbo same p an.

We learn that Mr. Klein has consented u do
so, on the express condition that he is to receiveno reward or indemnity for his trotp'e,
and that his travelling and hotel expenses are'

to be at his own oharge. *

The widow of the late President of the Re
public of 1848, General Cavaignac, who < ied
a few months pas', has since lost her only cl ild,
her father, and her fortune. The father of 'hat
unfortunate lady, Mr. Odier, one of the iist
bankers of Paris, met with heavy losses, i nd,
in cousequeuce of being the father-in-lav cf
Cavaignac, could not obtain relief from the
B&Dk of France, which has afforded assists pee
in many cases, however, to partisans of the
present power. Mr. Odier, seeing his ruit t in
a moment ot despair committed suicide.

Several great failures have occurred at 1 'ar
seilles. Mr. Prost, the director of the Cr« ditFrancoPortugais,has left for unknown regi ,ns.
with a deficit of eighteen millious in the s ,fe !
The Franco American Steamboat Associa ion
has suspended payment; and there are m^uy
other failures the newspapers dare not n: *ke
mention of, lest a panic might be the I oal
r suit.
The Council of Ministers, newly institute*, by

Emperor Alexander, of Russia, has been pe
cialiy occupied with the question of the en ancipationof the serfs. This measure at one ti me,

. J u v i_ A u_
it w»»j cipcuieu, wuuiu uw wnruiiy uppustru uy
some of the oldett and most powerful fam lies
of Moscow. But the Abeille du Nord cont tins
an official document, from which it resalts hat
the nobility of the Government of Moscow has
consented that the measures tending to the
emancipation of the serfs shall also be app 'ted
in that Government. The probabilities >ow
are, that it will not be opposed in any paiof
Russia.
An expote of Alexander Dumas's novel n anufacturingwas brought before the civil tr bunalof Paris. The Monte Christo Novel ase

excited unusual interest in the iiterary worl 1.
Mr. Maquet, the well known writer, broi ght

an action against Mr. Alexander Dumas, ^dn.,
to have it declared that he was the co au hor
of eighteen novels, published by that au hor
in his own name, including " Monte Chris o,"
"Vingt aus Apres," "Le Chevalier de ifaison,Rouge," Ac.; also, to obtain a share in the
sums received for those works. Mr. Maq» et's
advocate, after expressing that gentleman's
regret at having to resort to law proceed ogs
against a man with whom he had long bee , 011
the most intimate terms, and stating tba he
was obliged to do bo in consequence of Mr.
Dumas having violated all the promises w :ich
he had made to htm, proceeded to repre ent
that Mr. Maquet was not, as many persons <iad
supposed, merely a sort of secretary of Mr.
Dumas, charged to collect material for 11c ffels
and chronicles, but that he was really the coauthorcf the works named.having with Mr.
Dumas drawn up the plan of them, conce ved
many of the scenes, and actually written a g -eat
part of them. "The mode in which the two
writers proceeded," said the advocate, " was
this: In repeated converse i->nB, they dret up
and settled the general plan of a work, and
chose their personages. Then f ach set to \ ork
to make the personages act and speak in act irdancewith the plan. The complications w »ich
one created, were removed by the other. \A hen
one wrote a comic scene, the other prod ced
a dramatic one. So well did their respei tive
creations concord, that no one could have »up-
posea mat meir woras were me proaucuoij or
two minds." In support of this statement the
advocate read extracts from a vast numb* r of
letters from Alexander Dumas to Mr. Mar uet,
and went on to show that that gentleman had
not received a due compensation for his snare
in the labor.

Mr. Alexander Dumas's advocate then tiead
his client's cause, and stated that Maquet had
presented himself to Dumas as early as 1337,
with a work no one would purchase,and for which
the editor of the Revue des Deux Mondere
fused to give even a hundred -francs ; and that
Dumas re-wrote the tale, spinning it out to four
volumes, called Le Chevalier d'liermental and
that he had given Maquet 1,200 francs fc r it.
Maquet subsequently brought several tab s to
Dumas, who re-wrote and lengthened them and
always paying him a reasonable sum for t rem.
Bat upon Maquet presenting other tales todrim,
he refused to take them, objecting to the immenselabor he was subjected to in re-wr .ting
the works, but made the following propoi ition
to him: "If you are desirous that we si ould
work together, this is what we will do. 1 will
communicate to you the idea of a novel, an 1 the
plan of working that idea out; you shall then
write a work on that plan, and I will re- jvrite
the work, which shall be definitive." Anr, accordingto Dumas's advocate, Maquet accepted,
and, from the beginning to the end of this connectionwith Dumas, it was the latter who conceivedthe idea, wrote the plan, and drew up a

complete list of the different chapters of >>very
work, Maquet only writing a sort of rough draft
of each chapter. In support of this statement,
several letters, written by Dumas to Mr Maquet,were produced. Afterwards, some slips
of Maquet's copy of a chapter of the 1 jlipe
Noire, were produced, as well as the tame
chapter, re-written by Dumas; and the atter
was proved to be not only larger, but cont iderablymore animated, and to contain scarcely a
line that was in the other. It was aliegec that
the same was the case with Monte Christ > and
other novels. Arriving at the pecuniary^part
of the question, it was alleged by the let rned
counsel that it had been originally agreed that
Maqnet should receive 500 francs (f 100) p< r volume; but his remuneration had afterwar is increasedto two hundred dollars, and at a later
period to three hundred dollars, and he assorted
that Mr. Dumas had always taken special care
to pay him regularly. In proof that Duma*
had done bo, several letters were then read
from him to Maqct, in this style : " Thirty or
forty pages more about Chicot, and to-morrow,if yon can, a chapter of the Maison Rouge.Then, day after to-morrow, come and bres^fastwith me, take one hundred dollars, and we will
work at Monte Chriito. Count on one hundreddollars to-morrow, and on one hundred
dollars more for the end of the month ; but
work I work hard!" These payments the advocatemaintained bad been made by Dumas,
and accepted by Maquet, as a definitive remunerationfor the letter's services, and he had
therefore no right now to demand a share in
the proceeds of the copyright of the works.
Judgment was given, a few days since, in

this case, in which Maquet claimed not only to
be declared coauthor aud co-proprietor with
Mr. Alexander Dumas in the production of the
wnrlra suwulnoaJ it* fka nomo i-»4. *.

tlenaan, but also to be adjudged a very considerablesum of money, which he affirmed du.« to
him for his literary aid. The judgment of the
court, after recapitulating the circumstances of
the case, declares that Maquet cannot be t«nsideredas anything but tbe paid assistant of
Dumas; and that, as such, he has no claim
whatever to the authorship or proprietorship of
the works published by the latter, and likewise
cannot call on him to pay anything beyondwhat had been originally agreed on. In consequence,it declared Maquet nonsuited, and
oondeiqnod to pay the costs,
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An account of the ship's course anil distance, calculatedwithout the aid of celestial observation.".Websur't
Dictionary.

Last night my Soul drove out to sea.
Down through the Pagan gloom,

As chartless as Eternity,
And dangerous as Doom.

By blinding gusts of no-God chused,
» My crazy craft plunged on ;

1 crept aloft, in prayers, to find
The light-house of the Dawn.

No shore, no st*r, no sail ahead,
No look-out's saving song.

Death, and the rest, athwart my bows,
And all my reckoning wrong w.

For the National Era.

8-/SS ANIONS CHOICE.
BY EDWARD SPENCER.

.One of the most interesting studies to the
literary virtuoso is that of the original sources

whence are derived the fables, plots, incidents,
and ideas, which go to make up those works
th-s world takes pride in. I do not mean that
sa'age, sleuth-hound quest of faults and plagiarist^which some men take delight in.for
insane*, poor Poe, as great a plagiarist as ever
li< ed himself, and therefore so acute at the dete^/tionand so savage in the proclamation of
pl' giari^ii in others.but rather that calm,
pfc'losophic inquiry into the history of fiction
at i of ,deas, which traces things to their founta'n-hejjl,and chows what wide-spread circulationm\py legends and forms of thought have
gained in the ages and among the nations. It is
probable that, were inquiries of this nature condif^tedon a broad scale, and in a philosophical
fashion, we should gain as much knowledge in
re(:ara to similarities 01 sentiment, me ettects
of climate upon the mind and morals, and nationalresemblances and relationships, as we
cold pos&ibly acquire from the most eradite
pt ilolog-cal researches. And snch investigations
wi nld also conduct us to a mnch clearer understandingof the idiosyncrasies and predilections
of individual authors, as well as furnish us with
ab exceedingly accurate means of compariog
tb'im and their turns of mind together, by noticingthe different methods in which they may
have treated a fable, common to all of them, and
th>i different applications made of it by each, just
a£, in a debate upon a common Bubject, we are
ufeed to estimate the character and bent of the
dtfferen authors who discuss it, by the manner
in whict they individually help ou that discus'To

take an iustance from a similarity of plot,
which I do not remember ever to have seen notic=fed; though, as I have read very little upon
th^ subject, I shall not claim the discovery as

nJ^ own The identity of incident to which I
re>er is that existing between the Episode of
H'ide^m Lord Byron's Don Juan, and Madame
tb--- Cou.itesa de Lafayette's romonce of Layde.
If the oj-e, Juan is cast ashore, after shipwreck,
aid discovered senseless on the sands by Haidee,
' Heirea. of the Eastern Isles," an innocent,
lonely princess; is cared for by her; and at
lafct, whi e teaching each other their lauguages,
tb.yy tnt ;ually fall in love; and then ensues all
the cor sequences that are so well known to
ai"readvr8 of poetry, and which may so easily
b;V infer, ed by all readers of Lord Byron. In
H idanq Lafayette's romance, we have, on the
c b*rarv, Gonsalvo, a Spanish grandee, who, disgBted ith court, friend, and mistress, is stayii^ wit! a jealous Navarrese grandee, Alphonzo,
i»tthe 'lids of Catalonia. One day, walking
n nr tkx shore, as Eaidee did, he sees the wreck
o a ves. el, and a tooman lying iusensible on the
sf (id. vihe is taken to Alphouzo's house, and
s' bu recovers. She proves to be Tayde, (noteti e similarity of names even,) a Moorish Princss, wK) knows no Spanish. The mntual eyeIfbgua^ i that passes between her and Gonsalvo,
it default of a better, and their secluded situatim, brings about the usual result. But mark
h >w difierent the finale, and how much more
h -norafcle to Madame de Lafayette, particularly
a she vas a contemporary of Scuderi, and bef«re l'A bbe Prevot, the author of Manan lies'tut. n Tayde, the heroine is converted, marr"»* Ittlvn. unH tbnv livA hunno Mar after
T he le»> ling incidents, the spirit of the converactions,and the general tone of the two stories,
a' e the tame I Byron, however, is more artistic
it the j lanagement of his material, and interftses s» ne ot his own hot-blooded self into every
c-.nto.

< By c mparisons of this kind, especially when
t! * wrij^rs are more eqnal in genius, we can
tfost easily point out the differences between
a ithort and illustrate their respective excellencesvnd short comings. Compare, for example,Kabelais and La Fontaine. How the
tAles of the one, which only make us laugh as
w s wo Id at rather coarse but genial after
d nner ttorii-s, told par parenthese, degenerate,
when orrowed by the other, into the most
1< athsr -pe ribaldry. So, also, we remark the
d,ffere> ces of national character in the treataent~r f Greek myths by ^Eschylus and Sophocles,»nd by Corneille and Racine, and
a."ain oj the Elizabethan dramatists. Compare,-a like manner, Shakspeare's Tempest
* ith f iryden's modification of the same drama,
iH wh| oh Caliban marries somebody, and Mir»hdapas a brother, brought up like herself,
w ho n prries Prince Ferdinand's sister I And
bow tfferently from Dryden does Chaucer
r£hdei Boccaccio's tales, and how different the
s'yie ^both from that of Keats in Isabella.

i Ou» of the favorite plots, with tale-writers,
romacVers, and dramatists, from an early period
until pe time when Shakspeare made it his
own, raa the choice of the caskets in the
"seco'-d plot" of the Merchant of Venice, where
the Ponces of Morocco and Arragon, and the
Venei-a Bassanio, severally seek the favors of
f^rtut) j in the matter of " learned Portia's"
fcand,^ This fable of the caskets is one of the
oldestMcnown in the history of fiction, and has
tfeen used "to point a moral or adorn a tale"
**» frequently as any other.except, probably,
the universally-known story of the Widow ojBpheJ&s, which we first meet with in Petretius, (though it is evidently one of the lost
Milesian fables,) afterwards in the book of the
lieven Wise Masters, in the French Fabliaux,ia the Gesia Bomanorum. in the Cento Novelle
Antiches, in Jeremy Taylor's Holy Dying, (.')
Pnd i^ numerous other works of fiction. ( VideHunlop's History of Fiction, vol. i, cap 2 )

Shggspeare derived the story of the caskets
l>om the English Gesia Bomanorum, " wheret^ree vessels are exhibited to a ladv for her
tkoice-.the first of gold, bat filled with dead
t ones; the second of silver, containing earth
t nd worms; and the last of lead, bat repleni ihed
with precious stones."* The English Gesta
probably borrowed it from Gower's ConfessioJ mantis, where it is instanced apon the strengthof a "Cronikil;" or from the Speculum Hist-yriaic,in both of which the story is identical
^ith that of the first tale of Day Tenth in the
Decameron of Boccaccio, in which Alphonso,
King of Spain, convinces Ruggieri de Figiovanni,a Florentine knight in his service, who
was (discontented at the small return his devotionmet, that it was not the king's neglect, bat
the ksight's ill-fortune, that had caused him to& ov erlooked. He was led into a large hall,
*6ys Boccaccio, where the king gave him his
cucice of one of two coffers, containing, one,t^e " imperial crown, sceptre, globe, with ail thet<*at jewels I have; the other is filled only with«nrth\" Raggieri proves his bad lack by' locking the one that held the earth; whereupon^be king gave him the other, with an admonition.Boccaccio had the fable, through®e Cento Novelle Antiche, from the Gesta Ro*Dunlop, vol. ii, cap vi. Am ed.
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manorum, where it is an inn-keeper, who, havingfound a chest of monev that ia claimed.
gives the claimant his choice of three pasties,
one of which contains the money, and the
others bones and earth. The next step backwardsof the story is a considerable one, to
what has been esteemed its original source, the
spiritual romance of Josaphat and Barlaam.
Here it is used to point out the vanity of outwardthings, and the necessity of estimating
values, r.ot by external appearance, and by
means of the eyes of sense, but by the mentad
vision, and by investigation into their more
hidden virtues. A king gives his nobles the
choice of four chests, two covered with gold,
and jewelled, the others ronghly pitched. Then,
when they bad based their judgment upon externalappearances, he opened the chests, and
showed them how fallacious such a mode of
procedure was.

But whence did the author of Josaphat andBarlaam derive the episode; in other words, to
whom is Shakspeare originally indebted? We
attempt to answer this question in what follows:

Joannes Damascenus, a Syrian monk, who
flourished in the eighth century, during the
reign of the Emperer Leo Isauricus, wrote the
romance of Josaphat and Barlaam, for the
purpose of encouraging the taste for monastic
seclusion. He was a Syrian, and wrote his
romance in the language of his country, whenceit was speedily translated into Greek. In his
yonth, he was in the service of one of the Caliphs,but retired into the monastery of St. Sabss,
where be died, at the age of eiphty four, (A. D.
754.) He claimed that the incidents of the
romance had been told him by "certain piousu»L: i» i i w « .

Eiiuiupians, woo naa round tbem engraved on
tablets. Now, who was this John of Damascus ?
A Syrian monk, a writer of spiritual romance,but also a theological and controversial writer
of some renown, and the author of a System of
Theology which was not only the first ever gotten
up in the East, but also the principal defence
of the Philosophy of Aristotle as a theologicalbias iu the East, as far down into modern times
as the conquest of Constantinople. His Theology,though claiming to start from the Aristotelian
stand-point, was yet tinctured throughout with
Neo-Platonism, advocating moderately the doctrineof Ecstasy held by Platinus, defining the
subtle essence of ministering angels, believingin evil spirits as extravagantly as Psellus did,holding to the dcctrine of emanation, and, in
general, grafting the newer Platonic ideas upon
a rather pure theosophy for the time.* Hence,he must have been a student of Plato. And
from Plato he has derived the hints that led to
this episode of the coffers. In that dialogueknown as the Banquet, Alcibiades is representedas setting fortn the praises of Socrates,his master. Among ether things, he compareshim to the Silent. Now, the Sileni were little
boxes, (perhaps like Bnuff-boxes or caskets of
the present day,) carved over in unco&th style,and made to represent internally some grotesque,ludicrous, or obscene object, and hence
to excite laughter, as Silenus, the grapy guardianof Bacchus, was wont to do; while within
were stored the rarest drugs and perfumes, preciousstones, or other articles of greatest value.
Such, says Plato, was Socrates. Externally, a
rough-enough fellow, with a moist eye and a
jester's tone. But become once acquainted with
bim, and you found beneath that rude surface
a mind stored with the most Dreeimia iewnla
of wisdom, understanding, learning, and virtue.
Wherefore we should be careful always to open
our Silenus before we decide upon its value.

Shakspeare states the inverse of the proposition:
' Thus ofn:iint*iit is but the folded shore
To u mo* dangerous sea; the beauteous scarf
Veiling an Indian beauty ; in a word,
The see in tin; truth which cunning times put 011
To entrap the wisest."

Merchant of Venice, Actiii, Scene 2.

But if the dramatist appropriated the fable
iu this instance, unconscious to whom he owed
it originally, he also was able to read it in a
less corrupted form, as adopted by several moralists.The Sileni Alcibiadis was a favorite
topic with the writers immediately after the re
viva! of literature, but I shall only instance two
cases of reference to this theme, one of which it
is certain Shakspeare had read, and most prob
ably the other also. The first author here meant
is Francia Rabelais, perhaps the greatest of
wits and keenest of satirists that the world has
seen, certainly far greater than any other French
satirist. The proof of his having been read by
Shakspeare is, that he is several times quoted
by the druma'.ist; for instance, in " As You
Like It," (act iii, scene 2,) Celia says:

" You must borrow me Garagantua's mouth
first; 'lis a word too great for any mouth of
this age's size."

(Garagantua, for Gargantua, was the common
spelling with the Englishmen of that time. We
find it thus spelt iu Lord Bacon, in Ben Jonson,and other contemporaries, as for instance in
Antony Brewer's Lingua, anno 1607; where
Mendacio, a sort of literary Munchausen, putsin Kia aftor thia afrU .

" As I remember, Sir John Mandeville's
Travels, and a greater part of the Decades, were
of my doing; but for the Mirrour of Knighthood,Becis of Southampton, t'almerian ofEngland, Amadis of Qaul, Huon dt Bourdeaulx,Sir Guy of Warwick, Martin Marprslate, Jlobin Ilcod, Garagantua, Gerilion, and
a thousand such exquisite monuments as these,
no doubt but they breathe in my breath up and
down.")

Now, it Shakspeare read any of Rabelais, it
is likely he would read the first book, Gargantua,and in the very first sentence of the author'sprologue to this first book, occurs the allusionto the Sileni Alcibiadis. In the course of
this allusion we find the following sentence,which the reader may compare with the quotationabove from Bassanio s Apostrophe:"But truly it is very unbeseeming to make so
light account cf the works of men, seeing yourselvesavouch that it is not the habit that makes
the monk, many being monastically accoutred,
who are inwardiy nothing less than monarchal;and that there are of those that wear Spanish
caps, who have but little of the valour of Spaniardsin them."

Erasmus, also, (who, from his peculiar position,as having been a teacher of Greek at
Cambridge, the editor and improver of Lilly'sGrammar, the friend of Sir Thomas More, and
an acknowledged wit, was the very modern
Latin author most likely to have been read by
an imperfect scholar and an Englishman, such
as our dramatist,) has explained and enlarged
upon the Sileni Alcibiadis in his adages, "referringto things which, appearing mean and
trifling, are really precious, he has many good
remarks on persons and things, of which the
secret worth is not understood at first sight."
Thence he passes over to what he Calls inoersi
Sileni, " those which seetn great to the vulgar,
and are really despicable," t in which his strain
is exactly that of Bassan>o.

Generally, indeed, among the ancients, Sile;nus was the god of the mysterious and arcanic,
which he hid away under a masque of revelry
and folly, and was unwilling to impart. Hence,
when the shepherds, in the sixth eclogue of
Virgil, surprise the vincus God, they first tie
him, and it is only when he finds he cannotesoape, that he treats them to that fine expositionof cosmogony from the stand-point of
the Epicurean philosophy. This fact also was
known, if not to Shakspeare, at least to one of
his contemporaries ; as we find from Ben Jonson'sMasque of 0 heron, among the notes to
which is the following: " But in the Silenes
was nothing of this petulance and lightness,but, on the contrary, all gravity and profound
knowledge of most secret mysteries," dec.

Possibly, John of Damascus may have derivedbis plot indirectly from Plato, through
some of the Eastern story-tellers, who were wont
to borrow not a little from classic Greece in
their fables ; but there can be but little doubt
as to the fact that the illustration in the " Banquet,"and the episode in 4i Josaphat and Barlaam" are very closely related; and if the connectionbetween them be not lineal, it is certainlygermane.

Upon this subject, consult Datruuttnt dt Fid* Ortko(faro,Paris. 1712, as cited by Tenneman, Manual Hist.
Phil , 2JO.*», et ai.

t Hallam. Introduction to th« Literature of Europe.Part I, Chap. IV, 42.
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After all, the reader will aak, what profit isthere in conducting such au investigation, or inarguing a question so remote from human interests?Will it help us to appreciate therhetoric of Bassanio, or his wisdom in seeingthe virtues hidden beneath the sombre leadensurface ? Will it contribute to the enhanceIment of our reverence for the " sweet swan ofAvon," or enable us more clearly to understandthe fascinating influence of" those (lights that

o did take Eliza and our James ? " Can we
expect to be benefited by wasting our time inthe perusal of such antiquarian stuff? I certainlythink so.
The grandest world truths we are acquaintedwith are in the grandest fashion expounded byat.i .-

ouanupeare. These are truths which we can-
not forget, and live rightly; truths we must notforget, if we value man's mission ; and, I takeit, every time we are shown how the great mastersof thought have confirmed those truths, andendorsed Shakspeare's statement of them, we
are awakened into fuller and clearer apprecia-tion of them, and consequently are better able
te act accordingly.
Now, here, in this very matter of Bassanio'schoice, how forcible a presentation we have ofthe truth that all judgments which are based

on externals are fallacious, and how forcibly {likewise are we reminded of man's continual
proneness thus to judge. Three men essay the
caskets, and two of them "look at the outside"
simply. How we are reminded of man's weakness,of his proclivity to error, when we reflect,that though the lesson has been grandly taught
us, from the days of Plato to the days of Mrs.
Potiphar, each individual has still to become
practically acquainted with it, through the me-
diam of his own experience, ere he will practicallyacknowledge its truth and wisdom; and
even then the half of us go painfully down to
our graves, only cognizant of and only judgingby the outside and superficial part of things;gnawing upon the bone in utter unconscious-
ne3s oi the marrow that is within. But I have
no intention of preaching a sermon. ,Martin's Nest, Md, Jinuary 28, 1868.

From the St. Louis (Mo.) Democrat, Feb. 13.
FREEDOM IN SLAVE STATES.

Among the signs of the times are expression8recently uttered by Republican members on the
floor of the Senate, which we do not feel at
liberty to pass without notice. Mr. Seward has
stated that he regards the great battle between
freedom and Slavery as "over," inasmuch as beforeone year passes away, the free States will
be to the slave as nineteen to fifteen. This has
been followed by a remark from Mr. Fessenden,
expressly disavowing any intention or desire to
interfere with Slavery in the States where it
now exists, and others have asserted the same
thing in language equally as bread. It is with
deep regret we chronicle the use of such terms
by men in whose public conduct we have seen
much to admire Leretofore, and must deplorethe tendency which betrays itself in certain
quarters to give so great a cause a purely sectionalaspect. If Mr. Seward wishes only a preponderanceof Northern States in the Confederacy,be may well say the battle is over; and if
Mr. Fessenden desires to confiue the benefits of
free white labor to the section it now holds, he
may well say that he does not intend to interferewith Slavery in the slave States; but all
must Bee that such positions, whether so intendedor not, are sectional, selfish, and recreant
to human progress. Partisans and placemen
may be conteut to wear the honors they have
wod, but the people will not rest satisfied with
the vklighta of any such Capua. Today we are
struggling here in Missouri, a present slave
State, to give all its valleys to cultivation byfree white citizens, relieved from Slavery competition,and we are told that such effort meets
no endorsement at the hands of men who have
heretofore held to a broad faith in the progressof free institutions. Very well, let it be so.
We shall go forward, nevertheless, and may
say with Nelson, when slighted by admiraltydispatches, "some day we shall have a gazttteof our own." We are struggling now and here,
not for theoretic preponderance of free States
in the Federal Government, not for mere territorialliberties to guarantee free labor ex paninn Knf O lo/~* Ia wonloina
vawuy vu« H>au kV 1CVIOIUI UUPDUUI1 ITU ill IUC UIBadvantagesof a slave system that is paralyzingher energies and crippling her advance. And
we make bold to say, furthermore, that oar sympathyand our service is not confined within
the line that separates oar Slate from adjacentStates; bnt that all efforts to confer like benefit
upon other Commonwealths.to elevate and encourageand protect the labor of the free workingcitizens against the depression of servile toil,will ever meet with our zealous co-operation.
In Kentucky, in Tennessee, in Virginia, in
Maryland, the same movement in behalf of free
soil for the free labor of a free yeomanry is
transpiring, and we hail it with emphatic congratulation.
We know that it will be said, in vindication

of the positions assumed by Senators, that Congressand the Federal Government have no

right to interfere in such work, and that the
Republican party has no mission to cons'.rain
the expansion of free principles in slave States.
This in part is true, but it does not fully meet
the case. Practically, Congress is determining
now the existence or non-existence of Slavery
in Kansas, under the shadow of a dominant
party, of an Administration, and of a Supreme
Court, that do not recognise the power of Congressover the question of Slavery in the Territories.It is the influence, the patronage, the
moral weight, the protection of the Federal
Government, that affects the subject, even in
the absence of direct intervention. It has
been so in Kansas; it is so in Missouri. All
these are now thrown into the scale against
free labor and for slave labor. Moreover, it is
the role of political organizations, national and
ntkArviflA in fXt»rrvnlata HiatinM nnlipioa tn mwo

momentum to great truths, to achieve victories
everywhere in behalf of the right. To this end,
the extinction of Slavery in the central graingrowingslave States is one of the first steps in
the path of progress.a step that is to be accomplishedthrough the instrumentality of their
own swelling populations doing the work, as is
now being done in the Territories and elsewhere, *

and sustained in so doing by an embodied publicsentiment throughout the nation, call it
party or whatever name suits, that will cheer
and uphold their self-advancement. It is idle
for leaders, in their isolation, to ignore such
manifest outgrowths. The shoots show forth
the vital sap in the irunk. Whether, therefore,
present organizations may see fit to accept the
appointed mission of cherishing free principles,
extending a protecting aegis over free emigration,and vindicating the cause of free labor
everywhere, as it moves from clime to clime, is
a matter of small consequence; for the masses
of the people of the United States will not long
want combination expressive of these great
ends, whenever the same becomes needful. It
to U1U1WTC1 kUUB, BUU kUUB KJUIJ j IUBI B UUC UB"

tionality will take ike place of mere sectionalism,for it transfers the strife from a conflict
between States, to oontest for populations. It
snbstitotes physical development, social eleva-
tion, and home aggrandizement, for the issues
of prejudice, repression, and disunion, which
now obtain. It sutordinateB the Slavery ques-
tion to the popular will, and makes appeal to

(that will a legitimate field of controversy. The
free labor movement as it has taken body and
shape and form out of the late Territorial and <

incipient State struggles, as it has found its
strength in colonization and its development in
thickening settlement, as it has gathered in its
hand the aspirations of the heroic, the hopes
of the economic, the devotions of the fanatical,
and the calculations of the speculative, as it
has manipulated the tide of streaming thou-
sands who pour forth from the hive, aud directedit here or there, so it will dominate the
future of politics, in despite of all opposition.
Those who are with it may guide it to beneficentends, and cheer the heart of patrioticm
with its miracles and its gospels; those who
are not with it, will be crushed beneath its momentum,and left upon the shore as bleaching
wrecks to mark a foolish anchorage.

Let us hope that the words we have commentedupon are hasty expressions, which the
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speakers, seeing the attitnde they place them
in, will be the first to retract or explain. If
not, we shall write with deep regret their withdrawalfrom the coming field of future victory,bat no abandonment by parties or politiciansshall indace us to trail the banner that has
been anfarled in this State, until Missouri shall
be possessed in fullness and entirety by free
white labor.

WASHINGTON IKVING IN ENGLAND.
Mr. Cyras Redding, bo long associated with

the poet Campbell in the editorship of the Netr
Monthly, has just published, in Loudon, three
volumes of Fifty Years' Heminicentes of Cotemporaries,from which we take the following:
Washington Irving, now, I think, seventyfouror seventy-five years old, was in England.

An acquaintance with the author of Knickerbockerand Salmayundi could not but be agreeable.I forgot to whom I was indebted for*the
introduction, but I used to meet him frequently,as well as the American Minister, Dr. McLane.There was a pleasant breakfast givenat Campbell's one Sunday, when 1 was present.Irving, more than commonly serious and sedate,gentlemanly and mild in manner, gave 110 idea
sither in person or conversation of a writer of
works of humor. I mean not the humor thatis at present in fashion, consisting of a bad pun,Dr some light sentence, with a point sometimesblunt enough, or perhaps some ridiculons image,but that real wit in which Sidney Smith excelled,and which runs tbrovgh a whole work,pervading every line. He was somewhat tsci- :
turn. At eveniug parties, or after dinner, when
the wine circulated freely, I never neard a jestfrom his lips. He was made a lion of at times,by some who locked at a republican a8 a creaturethat had come iuto the world among the su

*.1:.:. tt; 1-_» » <
rv.«».v.^o ui uiu. lauiiKc. ram s&eicnes 01 scenes
remarkable in English history, his pictures of
the manner of the old country, and not a single ,
censure cast on the mad monarch who separated theEnglish family forever, made him tolerated ;

by the exclusively loyal, with a" who would think
it?" When mv friend Andrews was in Tacnman,where an Englishman had never been be
fore, the people thought the Eaglish had tails.
a notion once inculcated by the Spanish jwdres,to make the Protestants disliked. So el Gery
son of exclusive loyalty once looked upon a republican.He did not give him a tail, indeed,but thought him a Jacobin.a being much
worse than a lusus nature* with such an appendage.

Irving told me that he was much pleasedwith Spaiu, where he wrote his Tales of the
Alhambra. He had found the common peopleand peasantry a well disposed, single-minded
race. He bad lived, he said, some months in
the Alhambra, with only an old woman for an
attendant, and could bear witness to many virtuesin the humbler classes, which could cot
be said to belong to their superiors. I have an
idea that he composed his literary works with
exceeding care and great slowness. He has
since retired to a villa on the shores of the
Hudson, to that state " where peace aud quiet i
love to dwell".so desirable in age.that kind
of " retreat from care, which Goldsmith
lamented never could be his. May he continue
long to enjoy it. Tne last time I saw Irving(if I recollect rightly) was remarkable for the
presence in the party of Mrs. Siddous; Campbellaud Lockhart, too, were of the number.
What havoc death has made since! while Irving,soothing the descent of existence with the best
of comforters, (his books,) leads the life of a
philosopher. He has seen enough of the world
to know its value.a thing seldom known until
we learn, too late, the dear price of the time
we have wasted in pursniug its frivolities, and
over-estimating its worthlessuess. Irving cannotbut be happy to have escaped from the
intrigues of state affairs, and the class of those
whose polished manners only add a grace to
the unseemliness of convenience. There was
uuuuug sinning in me pnyaiognomy ot Irving.it was refl-ctive in expression. His stature
was about the middle height ; he was sallow ot
complexion, with dark eyes, while his countenanceimpressed the observer rather with amiabilitylhau intellectual power. America maywell be proud of him, as she justly is of her
Bryant aud Channing, amidst the crowd of up
starts whom cupidity stamps with a superstitious
renown on both sides of the Atlantic.

A REMARKABLE SCENE IN RUSSIA.THE
ABOLITION OF SERFDOM.

A banquet took place at Moscow on the 9th
of January, in honor of the proposed emanci. |
pation of the serfs. One hundred and eighty j
persons were p-esent, and the fir3t toast was
the " Health of the Emperor." This elicited a j
speech from M. Pauloff, which we subjoin: jGentlemen : A new spirit animates us ; a
new era has commenced. Heaven has allowed i
us to live long enough to witness the second
regeneration of Russia. Gentlemen, wo may
congratulate ourselves, for this movement is j
one of great importance. We breathe more
like Christiana, our hearts beat more nobly, etui 1
ire may look at the light of heaven with a clear ,
er eye. We have met to-day to express our

deep and sincere sympathy for a holy and praise-j
worthy work, and we meet without any nervous ,
nesa to mar our rejoicing. Yes, gentlemen, I r

repeat it.a new spirit animates U9, a new era
hascommenced. One of our social conditions j

is on the eve of a cbaDge. If we consider it in f
a past light, we may perhaps admit that it was .

necessary that it should have been allowed to ;be as it was, from the want of a better administrativeorganization, and of the concentration
in the hands of the Government of the means {
which have since given so great a development
to the power of Rugsia. But wbit was momentarilygained to the State was lost to man-'
kind. The advantage cost an enormous price.
Order without, anarchy within, and the conditionof the individual cast its shadow over societyat large.
The Emperor has struck at the roots of this

evil. The glory and prosperity of Russia can jnot rest upon institutions based on injustice and
falsehood. No! these blessings are henceforth
to be found in the path thrown open by him
whose name Russia pronour.ces with respect
and pride. The Emperor has ceded this great ?

reform, which he might have accomplished by 5
his own powerful will, by asking the nobles to "

take the initiative. Let us, then, hail this noble
idea, inspired by the sole wish for the welfare
01 ms people, wun mm enngnteneu neartiness
which may now be expected from Russia.
Let as not, however, suppose that the path
traced by history is an avenue of roses, without
thorns. This would be sheer ignorance. When
a new, a more moral Christian stale of things
is abont to be established, the obstacles that
will have to be encountered must i ot be taken
into consideration, except with the hope that
the torrent of the new life will sweep them
away. The change in the economical condition
of our national existence will arouse our individualenergies, the want of which is one of
our greatest evils. Let us wish, then, gentle
men, from our innermost heart, a long life to
him who has marshalled his faithful Russia to
the conquest of truth and justice. Let us hope
that this great idea will comprise the generous
sentiments of the man and the Christian.
Several other eminent persons delivered addresses,and the sentiments expressed, generally,were liberal and enlightened.

A Kentucky Anecdote..A Southern gentlemanowned a slave, a very intelligent fellow,
who was a Universalis^ On one occasion he
illustaated the intellectual character of his religionin the following manner: A certain slave
bad obtained a license of the Baptists, to preach
He was holding forth in the presence of many of
bis colored brethren at one time, when he undertookto describe the process of Adam's crea'ion.
Said he, " When God made Adam, he stcopdown, scrape up a little dirt, wet it a little,
warm it a little in de hands, and squeeze it in
de right shape, and den lean it up against de
fence to dry " " 'Top dar!" said our Univer
salist darkey; "you say dat ar de fusteet man
eber made ? " " Sarteu!" said the preacher.'
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" Den," said the other, " jes tell a feller whardat ar fence come from 1" " Hoah!" aaid the 1preacher; "two more questions like dat would ispile all de feology in de world." i

TH I RTY-F IFTJH_ CONGRESS,
FIEBT SESSION. 1

Tuesday, March 2, 1858. ISENATE. | ,The Senate nasssd the bill from the House {to enable the President to carry out the atipu-lation in the treaty for the abolition of the
Sound dues; and Mr. Houston introduced a
bill to raise a regiment of mounted volunteers 1
for the defence of the frontier of Texas, and <
also providing for four regiments of volunteers *
to be added to the service of the United States; Jafter which, Mr. Douglas called up his resohi-
tion ask'ng information concerning the elec jtions in Kansas, &c. In a brief speech, of great
earnestness, he urged the importance of ascer '
taining the facts of the case now nendincr
the Senate. The resolution, said Mr. D., calls
for facts which I consider material. Some of
the«e facts are alleged to be embodied in the \
report of the majority of the Committee on Territories;and I see the report statrs that Mr. !

Calhoun, before the committee, furnished statementsin regard to a few of the facts here
called for. I see, by a communication in the
newspapers, addressed by Mr. Calhoan to the
people of the United States, that he savs he
has communicated to the Committee on Territoriesfully the facts in regard to the historyan<* origin of the Lecompton Convention. I
can only say that, as a member and as chairmanof the Committee on Territories, I was
present at every one of the meetings of the committee,but I never saw Mr. Calhoun there; 1
never heard that he was there; I never heard jof a proposition to invite him there ; I never
saw a communication from him, addressed to Jthe committee; I never had one from him, di- '

Tectly or indirectly, touching affairs of Kansas,
as a communication to the committee. It is
true, that, having seen these statements in the
newspapers on that Thursday morning when
the report was made, when I had not time to
read the report, I inquired of a member of the
committee whether any communication had
been received from Mr. Calhoun ; and I was told
that one had been shown to a member of the
committee, and taken back by Mr. Calhoun to
be corrected aud copied ; but still it has never
come to the committee. The committee, as a
committee, have not been permitted to see the .

facts which are pnt forth to the world as bav- jing been furnished by the President of the
Convention to the committee. Now, I wont to
know whether or not communications are to
be made by President John Calhoun to a ma- <

jority of the committee, and withheld from the ]
minority, who are deprived of the opportunityof cross-examining him, or testing his knowl- ,edge of the facts.he not putting them in such
a form as to make himself responsible for the
truth of the statements thus made?

e:- u. rv.ii "
uu, air. VIUI1UUU 18 in mil City. flH 18 a

Government cftice-holder; he is the SurveyorGeneral of Kansas Territory, and ia held for his
good conduct by hia commission. He is absent
from his duties in Kansas, and is here, as it is
supposed, to favor the project of the admission
of Kansas with the Lecompton Constitution.
Why is it that the Presideut tolerates him in
being here, and in withholding the facts which
are essential to an enlightened judgment on
this question ?

Let me state the importance of this point.The President tells us that this Constitution
oiay be amended by the first Legislature. Now,
if the Lecompton ticket is elected to the Legislature,and a majority of that Legislature is
opposed to any change, it is important to know
the fact; because it shows that the expectationheld out, that the Constitution may be changed,is a delusion and deception. To hold out the ,idea that the first Legislature may provide for (
a change, and then pack a Legislature hostile (
to a change, is only practicing a deception. Ltt ,
us know whether there is a Legislature elected (that is in favor of a change, and then we cau (listen to the argument whether that Legislature, (under the Constitution, can provide for a change jof the Constitution.

It is important, also, to know what State fticket is elected, for this reason : Suppose the <Free State or anti Lecompton ticket is elected ]
to the Legislature, and there is a majority of ^that party, yet there is not two-thirds ; and
then the question is, whether the Lecompton (candidate tor Governor is elected, in order to t
veto any bill that the majority of the Legisla- (
ture might pass, providing for an amendmeut (of the Constitution. These factB become imper- r
taut, unless we are to be called upou to vote in jthe dark ; unless a trick is to be played upon us ; H
upless one party or the other is to be cheated. lIt is important to have this result known ; jand why is it that gentlemen here are not will- f
ing to have the facts settled ? Why do South- (
eru men desire to be called upou to vote in (doubt ? Why do Northern men desire to be J
called upon to vote in doubt ? tf ti f> L.: MI

I > id iiuud ui our i>uaiucss, ]
1 am told it is none of our business. I will tell tthe Senator who said so, why I think it is both j

his business aud mine. We are called upon here | <

to put this Constitution in force, and recognise ;the State Government that, may be organized |
in Kansas under the Ijecoinpton Constitution, ]and give it operation ; but every day, evidence t
comes here ot fraud after fraud, and forgery tafter forgery, in the returns. It is notconfiued \
now to the Delaware Crossing, which is admit |ted to have been a forged return ; but the testi- t
mouy has been taken, and is conclusive, that j
there was a forged return, also, to the amount of (
some nine hundred votts, at Shawnee ; that the ,
returns were taken from Shawnee down into i
Missouri, and there, for two days, two men were <
adding names.one man calling otf the names i
from the poll-book that had been made out at \
the election of the 21st of December, and the j
other adding those names by the huudred to s
the poll book of the election of the 4th of Jan ^
uary. On the day after the election, the testi- g

mony is, that in the State of Missouri some c
nine hundred names were added. There were 1
only about one hundred and sixty votes on the i
book before this addition, when the poll-book v
left the Territory; but, alter it got into Mis- ^
6turi, it swelled up to eleven hundred votes. u
These facts are proved ; they were testified to t
by the men who were present, and by the men
who transcribed the names. a
So it is with regard to Oxford ; so it is with ^

regard to Kickapoo. The testimony as to Kick- e

apoo is, that, although there had been vast num- v
hers of illegal votes duriug the day, young
Thomas Emug, bob cf the lace Secretary of the
Interior, voted next to the laat. Only one man
voted after him, according to the testimony ; y
yet the pell-bock shows some five hundred t
names added subsequent to his. The certificate ^
was cut off, five hundred names were added, jand then the certificate was pasted oa after
these names. The testimony is equally con |elusive as to Shawnee, where seven hundred or tnine hundred votes were added. A man by the

nameof Bailey was the last man who voted, taccording to the testimony. The proof is conclusivethat he was the last man who voted; ]and then they cut off the certificate, put on seven |hundred or nine huudred names, and pasted it fon again; and they call that a return 1
These tacts are well known to the world ; they

are proven before the officers ot the law; they (are known to Mr. Calhoun, the President of this ,Convtntion. He is here in this city, nnder the ,protection of the President of the United States, (and held by his commission. He withholds the yfacts, and the Senate refuses to permit the in- jformation to he extracted, and we are told that
it is none of our business. We are called upon.
The Vice President. Will the Senator pause !

for a moment? It is the duty of the Chair to '

call up the special order at this hour.
Mr. Douglas. I never knew a debate to be

cut off in its midst; but if that is the rule, I
must yield. (

Wednesday, March 3, 1858.
SENATE.

A "ter the regular morning basinets, Mr. Sewardproceeded to deliver an elaborate sp*ch
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upon the admission of Kansas and upon the
historical relatious of slavery. The Senator's
remarks were pronounced before a fall Senate
and in the presence of crowded galleries. His
ipeeeh is printed on onr fourth page.
Mr. Thomson, of New Jersey, next proceeded

to asrign the reasons which would determine
his vote in favor of admitting Kansas into the
Union, and thus terminating the Slavery agitation,which again threatened the integrity of
the Union.
The Senate then went into Executive session.

HOUSE.
The joint resolution from the Senate, grantingauthority to restore to thf ir former positions

iropped or retired naval officers, was further
iiscpseed at some length by Mr. Whiteley of
Delaware, Mr. Florence of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Seward of Georgia, Mr. Clingman and Mr. Winslowof North Carolina, in its favor; and by
Mr. Bocock in opposition. After propositions
to amend and to lay on the table, the resolution
was passed by the decisive vot-» of 122 to 51.
Mr. Qiitmuu pressed the consideration of the
s-:ny bill, which was specially assigned for the
day, and it was accordingly taken up; but,
before any progress was made, the House
adjourned.

* ""Thursday, March 4, 1858.
SENATE.

\fr Hit'ir.'l f rAVft P /nm rr\ iffan nn tUa TnI
diciary, eubmitted a report, accompanied bythe following resolution :

Resolved, That Minnesota is not a State of
the Union under the Constitution and laws.

Mr. Toombs eubmitted the following resolution,which was considered by unanimous consent,and agreed to:
Resolved, That so much of the annual messageof the President of the United States as

relates to the subjrct of a uniform bankrupt
law be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
Admission of Kansas..The Senate then

proceeded to the conaidera'ion of the bill for
[he admission of Kansas into the Union, when

Mr. Hammond, who was entitled 10 the floor,
addressed the Senate in favor of the admission
of Kansas, and upon the relative capabilities of
the North and South. tMr. Doolittle followed in opposition to the
admission of Kansas nnder the Lecompton Constitution; but, without concluding, gave way
'or a motion to proceed to the consideration of
Executive business.
The Senate then proceeded to the considerationof Executive business, and after some t me

»p?nt therein, the doors were opened, and the
senate adjourned to Monday.
We find ia the Intelligencer n brief synopsis

if the remarks of Senators Hammond and Doolittle.
Mr. Hammond said that with him the Slaveryquestion wa9 no abstraction, and he would

tberetore discuss it us a practical thiDg.a thingthat is and must be.
The South poseessed eight hundred aud fiftythousand iqmre miles of territory.an imperialdomain, rich in varied and unrivalled productions.Through it ran the mighty artery

of the Mississippi, holding in affiliation with
the South the tributary region dependent upon
that great outlet of the Northwest. It was idle
to ta'k of checking the sprer-d of Slavfry
throughout the vallev of the M-.ssisesppi, and
along the branches which f ed i's current.
The population of the South was four times

that of the Colonies which achieved nxr nationalindependence. A million of men were
i i . 11 i «

rt-pisi.LTi.-u i.ii utr musit-r-roiia.men nrave ny
nature, am. familiar with the .iris of war. He
would not disparage the population or the soil
of the North. The former were energetic and
intelligent,' b it the latter produced no great
jtaple v hich was not common to the South,.vhile the South had a monopoly of two or
fcree of the promt staples which control the
'omuifr » cf he w>irld. It is the surplus pro- **

lucfion of a community which constitutes its
wealth, ar:d e abbs it to essay great enterprises>f peace or war. 11 w stood the two sec'ions
)f the cc-nnUy in thia regard? The statistics
>f our foreig . commerce t-howed that the South
KHseas and enjoy a surplus production of two
jundred and twenty tnillious of doliars.being
it the rate of six'ein dollars per capita throughoutthe whole population, while that of the
'forth reaches the sum of only twelve dollars
xr capita.
Organized separately, the South would gath>ra revenue of forty millions under the present

ariff schedule, which might be reduced to
>ne-fourth for all the purposes of a Southern
Confederacy. Secured fiom war by her natualdefences, and by the indiapensabiiity of her
>roductions, the South would need no armies
ind no navies. Co'ton can bring the world to
ta knees. Cutoff the cotton supplies for three
;ears, and Great Britain would topple headlong
rom her seat of power. It was cotton which
lad saved the country from the prolongation
>f the late monetary revulsion caused byNorthern speculation and overtradiug. "Cotoni.1 King."
But the greatest strength of the South (coninusid Mr. H ) resides in the harmony of her

locia! system. No othsr people er.jov a civil
reedom so perfect and secure. Elsewhere
here is, in a greater or less degree, a want of
tarmory between Governments and the people,
n the South, this relation of the two is such as
o insure a happy, con'ented, and harmonious
itate. In every civilized community there must

a menial c!a winch requires for its allotted
>lace in society a low order of intellect, lis
equisitei aie physical vigor,docility, and fidelty.In connection with these, must be fonnd
mother clans, p sairg intelligence, culture,
ind retiaemect. 1 he people of the South have
neniali>, whom they call slaves." The people
>f the North have tho aarne elas--, who are slaves
a fact, if not in name. l>aj laborers are everyvhereslaves, by whatever name they nay pass
n the civil community. The slaves of the
> juth are hired for life, and !;now neither beggarynor starvation. The slaves of the North
,re hired by the day, with none to care for them
>r insure them against the approach of want,
'he slaves of the South are black, and of an
niericr race, which has been elevated by slaery,and is insensible to a ieeling of degradaion.The slaves of the Nosth are white, and,
.3 the brethren and natural equals of their masura,feel galled by a soulo of dependence. The
laves of the South do not vote. The slaves
i the North are the depositaries of political
>ower, and will make themselves felt and fear*1so soou as they learn the tremendous secret
if the ballot-box.
Transient causes have heretofore swollen the

iroeperity of the North. Hordes of barbarian
mmigiants from the Old World have filled the
Ves . In population there has been progress,
>ut it is a progrets towards anarchy on the one
land, or u vigilance committees" on the other,
ieretofore, toe people of the South have em.»1 »L I r «L KT f
nuyeu irce people n me ivonu as lactors, 10 H
etch and carry tcr them. If the South should I
ake its business out of the hands of the North,
t would reduce the latter to poverty. Hereto- I
ore, Southern statoirnen have controlled the fl
ooliey of the Government. It was slaveholdera H
irho took our couutry in its infancy, and who H
lavo governed her during sixty out of the H
(evenly years which hava QiUd our national ex- H
steuce. They have kept the national honor H
intarnished; and if now destined to see the
iceptre pas into the hands of the North, they
will at least enjoy the satisfaction of pointing
o its present unexampled prosperity as a proof
>t their wise and conservative statesmanship.
(t hat the North shall make of all this prospertyremains to be seen.

Mr. Doolittlo deprecated, in this debate, a

Ityle of discussion which seemed addressed
rather to the apprehensions of the Senate than
its reason. He could not be brought to believe
that an7 one seriously contemplated a disaolutionof the Union as among the possible consequencesof any a :tion or inaction of Congress
with reference to the admission of Kansas uuder
the Leccmpton Constitution. Reared under a

political instruction which had taught him to
reverence the Union next to his God, he could
never listen to serious threats of its destruction
with other than sentiments of profound eoso*
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